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By JOY COOK 

The New York Review of 
Books has made public two 
photographs of a man erron- 
eously identified by the CIA 
as Lee Harvey Oswald when 
he visited Communist em- 
bassies in Mexico City short- 
ly before the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

"If someone were trying 
to impersonate Oswald eight 
weeks before the assassina- 
tion, the Warren Commis- 
sion's theory ot a lone assas- 
sin, unconnected with any 
conspiracy, is seriously un- 
dermined and the case should 
be reopened,” conclude Ber- 
nard Fensterwald and George • 
O’Toole, authors of an article, 
"The CIA and the Man Who 
Was Not Oswald,” that ac- 
companies the photos. 

The pictures, apparently 
made by hidden CIA cameras 
that routinely photographed 


all visitors at Communist 
embassies, show a 6-foot-ta)l 
man in his mid-30s, athleti- 
cally built, with a receding 
hairline. Oswald was 24 and 
of slight build. 

The Warren Commission, 
which concluded that Oswald 
acted alone when he alleged- 
ly shot and killed Kennedy , 
in Dallas on Nov. 23, 1963, 
reported that Oswald had 
been identified as visiting 
both the Cuban ar.d Soviet 
embassies in Mexico City in 
late September or early 
October 1963. 

Fensterwald, a Washing- 
ton lawyer who once repre- 
sented Watergate figure 
James McCord, obtained re- 
lease of the two CIA photos 
from the National Archives 
as a result of a suit he 
brought under the Freedom 
of Information Act. Fenster- 


wald has long been involved 
in investigations of the Ken- 
nedy assassination. 

He and O’Toole, a former 
CIA official, say another 
photo of the mystery man — • 
in a different pose — was cited 
in the Warren Commission 
report as having been shown 
to Oswald’s mother 

That photo, reported by 
former CIA Director Richard 
Helms as having been taken 
on Oct. 4, 1963 in Mexico 
City, was described in the 
Warren Report as that of a 
man “who, it was thought at 
the time, might have been 
associated with Oswald.” 

The two authors quote a.' 
CIA teletype message, sent 
to the FBI and tire Depts. of 
State and Navy on Oct. 10, 
1963, saying that a reliable 
source reported that a man 
identifying himself as Oswald 
had contacted the Soviet cm- 



